Prospect High School PTSA
Minutes for November 10, 2009

Call to order: Meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m. by Liz James.
Welcome and Introductions: Liz began with welcoming everyone and introductions of all PTSA members, students and parents.

Secretary’s minutes:
Motion to approve Oct. 09 meeting minutes was put forward by Liz James. An addition to Oct. 09 minutes was that ‘the district is looking to stop selling sports merchandise at Lucky’. Minutes were approved after this was added.
Student Council’s Report:  Number of school wide events are going on. One of them is fundraiser by selling duct tape for freshmen. Each class is hosting their own events. ASB is winding down from home coming. It was a success. They are also starting ASB website and have a lot of information on it. ASB is also working on advertising for flee market. Pancake breakfast is open for everyone but free for freshman. Ping-Pong club and Cultural club are hosting food drive and collecting cans. CSF is hosting See’s candy fundraiser. 

ASB students also reported that Study hall is used by most students. AP class students would like to see more than one teacher during study hall. Students know which teacher is going to make them work during the study hall and which is going to let them do their own work.
Principal’s Report: Diane reported that $300 worth of scholastic magazines were made available during study hall. She also mentioned that there are going to be study hall arrests for students going to cafeteria instead of study hall 5 times or more. There will be a blue sheet for student, so that he or she is not moved from 2nd or 6th period.

A donation of $1000 from Wells Fargo Bank on Saratoga Avenue will be used for AVID program, busing and field trips. Parents from HP are matching grants and getting 10 scientific calculators. Theatre is coming up well. In response to dip in test scores, reading strategies are being worked on by staff. Minimum days for November are changed to Thursday and Friday for staff development and grading.
Teacher’s Report: Committee that updates study hall has decided to have collaboration every week instead of 2 times in 6 weeks that is they will have shorter collaboration every week. They are now deciding between early release and late start. This will help teachers meet more often.  

Request for availability of Teacher’s grant was made.

62% are in favor of changing to early start in August. School calendar is a negotiation item and not union decision. It will take a while and has been put forth to Home and School Clubs.
Treasurer’s Report: PTSA received $125 in membership money. It is still very less than last year. Nob Hill gives cash back if you have a card. This month we pay California PTA. Also it is tax filing time for PTSA. There will be no tax but just paper work.
Board Member Report: A member was sent to finance committee. The amount of property tax collected this year is not available. Cuts will be announced in January. Prospect has applied for career tech grant and it has been sent.
District Representative Report: Not available for last meeting.
Old Business: Open House turn out was less than last year but was still good for the school. Second open house will be held on Dec. 5th. There is no appointment necessary and tours will be conducted every 20 min. This information should be on the flyer.
New Business: Request was made for microscopes from the mini grants. The school was able to decide on this and will revisit this in spring. This time of the year we advertise for donation drive to show the parents where the money is going like E15M.

There will be some information in the parent page about donation/membership drive and will mention tax deductibility.
Committee Reports:  Grad night preparation is moving along well. Seniors earn their ticket working at San Jose games. 30 kids earned tickets so far. 
MMS School – Jose Tihata teaches Spanish. 

At risk kids were driven by parents to San Jose State University.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:16 p.m.

Respectfully submitted

Asmita Deshpande

Prospect PTSA Secretary

