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Respected Board Members,

 

The current policy of reporting a pass/no pass for all classes will make college admissions much more difficult and competitive for
CUHSD students, especially for Juniors who will be applying to colleges in the fall. This is unfair to students who are worked hard
and have taken a rigorous course load to maintain high grades during the Spring Semester. They will lose the additional bump in
GPA they would have received this semester.  In addition, our students will be competing nationally and internationally and with
the uncertainty surrounding ACT/SAT scores, grades will carry more weight in college admissions.  We hear what the UCs are
saying, and they will still accept SAT/ACT scores and grades for whoever can report them.  There are only 9 UCs and over 5,000
other universities in the U.S.  Our students will be applying to various institutions and remaining competitive is important.  That is
the reality.  We don’t know what each of the college’s review process of admission applications will be like, but the students should
be prepared with their A game.  They should not have to explain why grades were not reported and gather several letters from
teachers to explain that.

 

Not reporting grades, reduces accountability significantly.  Many students are not putting in the effort they normally would as they
now think they will “pass” regardless.  A student with an “A” passes and a student with a D- also “passes”.  Normally, these two
cases would not be considered equitable.  When the shelter in place started in March it was announced that “No student can be
harmed by distance learning and students can only improve their grade”. So why did we not choose to report grades just as the
East Side Union High School District did?  That District includes 11 San Jose schools and would be a good comparison point for
us.

 

I have started a petition to reverse the pass/no pass policy in the CUHSD high schools and instead allow the students to have a
choice as to how they would like their grades reported. We have about 320 supporters so far and continue to garner additional
support from parents and students across the Campbell Union High School District.

 

Here is the link to the petition:

http://chng.it/8XCJ25gs

 

Many Districts have recently changed their policy to allow for a choice and some have said they would only report grades.

 

Here are a few that I have confirmed:

Los Gatos-Saratoga Union High CHOICE as of 4/24/20

Pleasanton Unified School District CHOICE

East Side Union High School District GRADES 11 San Jose High Schools

Los Angeles unified School District GRADES

http://chng.it/8XCJ25gs
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San Francisco unified School District possibly all A's

Whittier Union High School District CHOICE

Orange unified School District GRADES

 

Placentia-Yorba Linda Unified School
District (PYLUSD). CHOICE as of 4/23/20

TUSD (Tustin Unified School District)

 

 

considering switching their
"pass/incomplete" grading system to a
mix of letter grades and credit/pass

 

 

Let us allow students to make the decision how they would like their grades reported. The choice to report pass/no pass would still
available, along with an alternative option to report grades.  Whatever they choose, will hold true for all classes for the semester.
We understand that some students may be facing some difficulties, and therefore, should have the option of being able to choose
pass/no pass if that is best for them.  We are just asking for the most equitable and fair option.  The one that that would absolutely
do no harm in our opinion is giving students a choice. Forcing students to accept a pass/no pass is not fair or equitable, and a
clear disadvantage to many students.

 

I understand that one of the board members would have to introduce this resolution so it can be reviewed at an upcoming board
meeting.  I am respectfully asking if one of you would consider introducing this resolution so the Board can hear our comments on
the matter and then make a decision based on what the parents/students are requesting.  There seems to be a decent amount of
support for this change.

 

Since time is of the essence, I would appreciate it if you would take my request under consideration for the upcoming Board
meeting or schedule a special meeting before that as many other District have just to review this matter.  For the Board hearing,
we can have parents and students present their case.  We would need information of how this will be done with the current
situation so we can prepare accordingly.  We ask that we be given a chance to explain our stance.

 

I am available to discuss in person, or via phone at 408-391-7324, at your convenience. Please feel free to email me with any
questions you may have.

Thank you for your consideration.

 

Sheila Juthani

 

 


